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1 James Muir, a Subject of the Kin^ 
of Great Britain, and residing at 851 
McJ^achran Avenue, in the Citv of Outre- 
moDt, Province of Quebec, and Dominion 
of Canada, do hereby declare the nature 
of thia inTention and in what manner the 
same u to be performed, to be particularly 
descnbed and ascertained in and by the 
foUomnsr statement: — 

This inveption relates to game appara- 
tM and is more particularly concerned 
witi improvements in lacrosse sticks and 
tennis and like rackets. According to the 
present invention in pames apparatus of 
the character described the net-work sup. 
porting frame is substantially encased ui 
a sheath-of weatherproof material which 
presents relatively thick pad-like portions 
at opposite edges of the frame and has 
awociated therewith a lacing strip to 
Sl^ll-^'*'*-*?' ^^.^ net-work are 

frame '^*''**'** passing throngh the 

In the case of a lacrosse stick . ihU 
sheath serves a three-fold purpose. It 
provides a weatherproof covering for the 
frame so that warping is substantiallv re- 
duced; it serves as a cushion minimiiin"- 
danger of serious injury to a player struck 
1 1 frequently occurs in' 

actual play; and It a so enables the frame 
to be made lighter than heretofore with- 
out loss of strength by providing a lacing 
strip through which strands of the net 
may be passed instead of being passed 
oPf'iiogs. in the frame, as 



taken substantially along the line 3-3 of 
ifig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 1 but 
showing a slight modification witJi respec t 
to the application of the rubber sheatli 
In this view the net portion of the stick- 
is omitted for the sake of clearness. 

iig. 6 13 a plan view of a tennis racket 
fiav^ig the frame equipped with a rubber 
sheath in accordance with this invention. 

Kefernng more i>articularlv to Fif's 1 
to 3 inclusive. 5 designates the handle and 
p the frame of a lacrosse stick of a conven- 
tional construction. According to this 
invention the long side member'6a of the 
frame and the continuous inri&r end of the 
handle 5 are housed in a rubber sheath 7 
wluch may be of any desired thickness. 
Kubber cushioning strips 8, of suitable 
thickness, are applied to the .sheath 7alono- 
opposite edges of the frame member 6a 
and are preferably made of a length .-o- 
extensive with that of the sheath. The 
end of the sheath remote from the handle 
.5 may termmate at the junction of the 
side frame member 6a with the end frame 
member 6b thus leaving the end member 
and the remaining short side member 6.; 
ot the frame uncovered. With this 
arrangement certain strands of the net 9 
and the guard 10 are passed through 
openings 11 formed in the frame members 
bb .and 6c, the remaining .strands of the 
net being passed through openings 12^nro- 



60 



65 



70 



75 



80 



85 



Tide<l m a lacing strip 13 attached to the 
rubber sheath <. As shoivn in ^ 
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^1. xu — -I'M"™ w leunis racirets. 
the aheath preferably comp rised of rubber 
serves as a weatherproof covering for the 
x^htt h"^ 5 »*rip through 

rifi tlie strands 0/ the net-work are 
passed instead of being passed through 
openings m the frame itself. ^ 

Proceeding now to a more detailed 
description reference will be had to the 
accompanying drawings, wherein— 

•tiff. 1 is a perspective view of a 
lacro«e stick constructed in accordance 
^th this invention. 

is a tran.sverse sectional view 
through one side of the net-work frame, 
Mid view being taken substantiallv alon? 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

tuJ^^'J^A^ ^ transverse sectional view 
»hr«.,gh th*. handle portion of the sxivk 
ll'rke 1/-] 



'a ~"~SIi: T X 'T* V*"""*, •■•s fuiioersnearn <. As shoivn in Fi" 2 tb«» 
As applied to tennis rackets. - lacing strip 13 con-sists of a ^trin o7 f;>.r;.! 
preferably comprised of rubber doubled unon iVJ^U It ll:^? n^^^^ 



90 



j~..ur j ' .'-""."^.a wi « .Mrip or raorte 

doubled upon itself to provide flatly en- 
gaging piles 13a and 13K in which the 
openings 12 are formed. A portion 13' 95 
of the ply 13a is flatly engaged with the 
inner side wall of the rubber sheath 7 and 
adhesively or otherwise united thereto. 
A similar portion 13* of the plv 13b i.-» 
fitted between the lower wall portion of 100 
the sheath . and the lower cushioning 
stnp 8 and united or consi.!idated there- 
with in any suitable manner as, for 
example, by vulcanizing or gluin* 

".^ net 9 are 105 

threaded through opening.s in the lacing 
strip 13 instead of throueh openings in 
tlie frame member 6a as f<>rTO.>rly! thi.* 
frame member may be made liirhter than 
lias horetolorc been rhi- practire and will HO 
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'etill have the same strength owin^? to the 
absence of weakening openings therein. 
Said frame member 6a, because of its 
length, constitutes the most susceptible 
5 portion of the frame as regards warpmff. 

In the present instance this tendency to 
* warp is substantially avoided by enclosing 
said frame member in the weatherproof 
rubber sheath herein described. 
10 In playing lacrosse serious injuries are 
most frequently caused by a player beinff 
. struck by the corner portion X of tlie 
**. frame of a stick held in the hands of 
another player and I, therefore, consider 
15 it advisable to provide the rubber sheath 
covering? this portion of the frame with 
; an extra rubber pad or cushion indicated 

**The construction shown in Fig. 4 is the 

20 same as that described in connection with 
' "Fig. If except that the rubber sheath is 
extended as at 7a to cover the end mem- 
W 6b of the frame, said extension i a 
being provided with a lacing strip 13c 

25 forming a continuation of the lacing strip 
13 and provided with openings 13d 

".: through which the strands anchoring the 
front portion of the net are passed instead 
of being passed through the frame mem- 

30 ber 6b, as formerly. . , ^ 

In Fig. 5 I have shown a tennis racket 
having its wooden frame 17 encased in a 
rubber sheath 18 having a lacing strip 19 
provided with openings 20 through which 

35 the strands 21 of the network are threaded 
instead of being threaded through open- 
ings in the frame itself. 

Having now particularly described and 
ascertained the nature of my said inven- 

40 tion and in what manner the same is to 
* be performed, I declare that what I 

claim is: — / i_ i. x 

1. Game apparatus of the character 
• described, having a net-work supporting 
45 &ame substantially encased in a sheath of 
weatherproof material which presents 
relatively thick pad-like portions at oppo- 
site edges of the frame and has associated 
therewith a lacing strip to which strands 
60 of the net-work are attached without pass- 
ing through the. frame. 

2- Game apparatus as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the sheath is formed of resili- 
ent material and has secured thereto a 



separately formed lacing strip provided 
with openings through which strands of 
the net-work are threaded. 

3. Game apparatus as claimed in claim 
1 or 2, wherein the pad-like portions of 
the sheath comprise separately formed 
rubber pads and /or strips which are 
attached to the sheath. 

4. A lacrosse stick comprising, in com- 
bination, a net-work supporting ^ frame 
provided with a handle extension, a 
sheath of rubber encasing the long side 
of the framework of the stick, a cushion- 
ing strip of rubber secured to and extend- 
ing along the sheath, a lacing strip <»r 
strips carried by and co-extensive with 
the sheath,' and a suitable net-work having 
its strands secured to the lacing strip or 

^^^f \ lacrosse stick as claimed in claim 
4, wherein the sheath is extended to en- 
case the end frame member of the stick, 
and a further portion of lacing strip asso- 
ciated with the sheath extension for the 
purpose set forth. . , . - 

6. A tennis racket comprising m com- 
bination a net-work carnring frame hav. 
ing a handle extension, a rubber sheath 
substantially encasing the frame, a fabric 
lacino: strip or strips attached to the 
sheatb', and a suitable net-work having 
its strands secured to the lacing strip or 
strips. 

7. Game apparatus as claimed in any 
of the preceding claims wherein the lacing 
strip or each such strip comprises a piece 
of fabric doubled upon itself to provide 
flatly enga;cring plies, the free edge por- 
tions of said plies being separated from 
each other and secured respectively to the 
inner side and bottom portions of the 
sheath, while the contacting portions of 
the plies are perforated to receive the net- 
work strands. 

8. Games apparatus of the kind set 
forth jand substantially as described and 
shown in the accompanying drawings. 

Dated this 1st day of May, 1934. 

DICKER, POLLAK & MERCER, 
Chartered Patent Agents, 

20 to 23 Holborn, London, E.C.I. 
Agents, for the Applicant.. 
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